Manitoulin Nature Club
Sudbury Ornithological Society

Manitoulin Bird Report - July 2010
A Western Meadowlark, heard singing by Rodney Thompson near the Gore Bay Airport on July 1st, was the single new species for the District for 2010, bring the total to 228. The bird could have been at the location, close to a former summering site, for some days before discovery but was never heard again. 
A Peregrine Falcon nest in Killarney Bay was the first breeding report for several years. Peregrines, now nesting in many parts of Ontario, have never been reported to nest on Manitoulin or adjacent islands. A Common Nighthawk nest with eggs was found on July 3rd at Gore Bay Airport by Joan & Chris Bell. Nighthawks were seen nightly in Little Current by Edith Garrette and there was one sighting by Vivienne Eaton on the Blue Road. These reports seem to indicate a slight recovery for this endangered species. A wind turbine farm planned near to Little Current is a concern because wind turbines are a serious hazard for these birds that hunt aerial insects.  Rodney Thompson found a Yellow-billed Cuckoo on Barrie Island. The main breeding range of these cuckoos is south of us. A Red-headed Woodpecker, found in Billings Township by Nicole Smith, raised young. 
This summer there were no reports of some species sometimes usually found breeding here in small numbers such as Black-crowned Night-Heron, Yellow Rail, Loggerhead Shrike or LeConte’s Sparrow. Not reported were wanderers such as a Great Egret. Two Whimbrel, uncommon visitors in the fall, were found on the 24th at Misery Bay sands by Chris Bell, Rodney Thompson and Steve Thorpe. A Canada Warbler, a Gordon Twp. Grasshopper Sparrow and an Evening Grosbeak sighting were interesting. 
July is not a month of intensive birding so this report is sparse. Vivienne Eaton and Joan Budd must be commended for recording their daily sightings. Otherwise, bird numbers are hard to judge in the summer and instead the number of sighting dates during the month should be used to judge the relative breeding populations. Most passerine records this month are on,  or close to,  the breeding grounds or local dispersions. Most shorebirds noted here are however early migrants.
July 2010 was a pleasant month with average low temperatures of 16 degrees, highs of 26 degrees and a mean of 21 degrees.  Excepting two wet days, the 18th and the 28th, there was very little rainfall. 

Canada Goose: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th-2, 18th-brood of 7 at Roger’s Creek, 21st-4 at Roger’s Creek, 24th-65, 26th-15, 28th-13, 29th-1, 30th-30, 31st-10
swan sp.: 16th-3 in Bayfield Sound
Wood Duck: adult and two ducklings on Blue Jay Creek on 6thS.R, Tehkummah Twp., 16th, 24th-3, 31st-1
Gadwall: 23rd-10 plus 1 brood at Little Current Sewage Lagoons, 31st-2 broods there 
Black Duck: 30th-1 at Mac’s Bay
Mallard: 7th, 16th, 21st-brood of 7, 22nd, 23rd-50 plus 3 broods at Little Current Sewage Lagoons, 24th-22, 26th-31, 30th-9, 31st-10
Blue-winged Teal: 26th-10 
Green-winged Teal: 23rd-10, 24th-1
Ring-necked Duck: 24th-1
Common Goldeneye: 16th, 22nd, 23rd-2, 24th-15, 26th-2
Hooded Merganser: 7th, 16th, 21st-2, 23rd-1, 24th-5, 26th-5, 30th-1, 31st-1 
Common Merganser: 3rd, 10th, 16th, 22nd-15, 24th-20, 26th-2, 30th-3
Ring-necked Pheasant: 1st, 3rd


Ruffed Grouse: 30th-1, 2nd-female plus 2 young at Cress Road, Carnarvon Township
Sharp-tailed Grouse: 3rd
Common Loon: June 14th until July 5th - loon sitting on a nest on Bass Lake, Sheguiandah Twp., then July 7 an egg hatched and the pair was seen swimming with I tiny young, then 9th, 18th, 23rd-& 25th the pair stayed with the young bird that slowly grew bigger (Joan Bell); 4th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 21st, 22nd, 24th-1, 28th, 29th-2, 31st-1; pair raised young on the Gibraltar shore of Lake Manitou  
Pied-billed Grebe: 24th-1, 25th & 28th on Pike Lake
Red-necked Grebe: 31st-9 in Sheguiandah Bay- ?start of the fall staging 
Double-crested Cormorant: 1st, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd-30 at Providence Bay, 23rd-3, 24th-40, 28th-1, 29th-1, 30th-10, 31st -62 
American Bittern: 16th, 22nd, 26th-8 
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Great Blue Heron: 1st, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 20th-3 at Goat Is., 22nd, 23rd-2, 24th-3, 26th-3 in Carnarvon 
Turkey Vulture: 1st, 2nd-1, 3rd-2, 16th, 18th-1, 19th, 21st-1, 22nd-1, 24th-2, 26th-2, 29th-4, 30th-2, 31st-27 
Osprey: 1st-30th- nest occupied at Green Bay, Bidwell Twp., 3rd-1, 7th, 16th, 24th-1 at the new Indian Point nest, 26th-2
Bald Eagle: 1st adult and young in Hwy 540, Gordon Twp. nest; 4th, 16th, 22nd, 26th-1 visiting the nest north of Wolsey Lake, 31st-2, one young flew successfully from the southern Lake Manitou nest 
Northern Harrier: 1st, 3rd-1 in Gordon Twp., 9th-1 at Blue Road, 10th, 16th, 22nd-3 juveniles, 24th-3, 26th-adult and 2 juveniles at the Wolsey Lake marsh, 30th-2 at Misery Bay 
Broad-winged Hawk: 3rd-pair at Kagawong, 7th, 16th-1 at Blue Rd, 20th-1, 21st-2, 22nd-1, 26th-2, 30th-2, 
American Kestrel: 3rd, 10th, 22nd-1, 24th-2, 26th-2, 30th-2
Merlin: 1st, 7th, 16th, 30th-1
Peregrine Falcon: pair nesting on a quarry wall on an island in Killarney Bay and are thought to have raised young – first reported nesting in the District since Killarney PP nesting following hacking releases  there. 
Virginia Rail: 16th
Sandhill Crane: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th-5, 10th, 14th-5, 16th, 17th, 20th, 21st-2, 22nd, 24th-50, 25th, 26th-25 in a hay field and 10 in cut grain, 29th, 30th-3, 31st-1; at Blue Road: - 6th, 7th, 15th-several, 16th-2, 26th & 30th 
Black-bellied Plover: 30th-3 at Misery Bay, (Chris, Joan & Valerie Bell) – start of the fall passage
Killdeer: 1st, 3rd- four nests reported at Gore Bay Airport, 7th, 10th, 19th, 24th-4, 30th-7
Greater Yellowlegs: 24th-2 at Mac’s Bay, (Bell, Thorpe, Thompson) – start of the fall passage
Lesser Yellowlegs: 23rd-3 at LCSL, (Chris Bell) – start of the fall passage, 30th-1
Spotted Sandpiper: 1st, 23rd-1, 24th-1
Upland Sandpiper: 1st-1 in Billings, 1 in Gordon, 3rd-12 including flying young at Gore Bay Airport
Whimbrel: 24th-2 at Misery Bay Sands – uncommon in the fall and an early southerly passage date 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 30th-1 at Misery Bay, (Chris, Joan & Valerie Bell) – start of the fall passage
Least Sandpiper: 26th-1 at Wolsey Lake, (Bell, Thorpe, Thompson) – start of the fall passage, 30th-10, 31st-8 
Wilson’s Snipe: 1st-1 in Billings, 7th- 2, 26th-3 at Wolsey Lake
American Woodcock: 26th-1 in Gordon Twp.
Ring-billed Gull: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th-1 at South Bay, 10th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd-20, 24th-20, 26th-100, 28th-1, 29th-2, 30th-13, 31st-80 
Herring Gull: 1st, 10th, 16th, 22nd-30
Caspian Tern: 1st, 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 21st-1 at Roger’s Creek, 22nd, 24th-5, 26th-1, 28th-2, 29th-2, 31st-5 
Common Tern: 1st, 2nd on Lake Mindemoya, 3rd-4, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 24th-11, 29th-9, 30th-1, 31st-6 
Black Tern: reported to be still on Beaver Meadows early in July 
Rock Pigeon: 7th, 22nd, 24th-15, 24th-1, 26th
Mourning Dove: 1st, 7th, 10th, 21st-4, 22nd, 24th-5, 25th-5, 26th-4, 28th-4, 29th, 30th-4 at South Bay, 31st-2; 1st to 28th-1 to 2 at Blue Rd  
Black-billed Cuckoo: 4th, 24th, 25th
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 7th on Barrie Island, (Rod Thompson) –  new site, the second location this year
Common Nighthawk: 3rd- 1 on nest with 2 eggs on the old runway broken tarmac at Gore Bay Airport, (Joan & Chris Bell) – first nest found for several years on Manitoulin, a species of concern; 1st to 18th- up to 7 observed most evenings above Little Current, (Edith Garrette) - breeding season records – have not been reported from Little Current in the breeding season for several years; 23rd-1 at Blue Road- ?breeding season 
Whip-poor-will: all month- 1 to 3 heard often at Britainville, Campbell Twp., (Mike Campbell)
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 21st-2, 22nd, 24th, 25th-2, 26th-3, 28th-3, 29th-3, 30th-3, 31st-1; all month- at least 2 at Blue Road; at South Bay-1st-3 then 1 or 2 daily at South Bay
Belted Kingfisher: 8th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1
Red-headed Woodpecker: 17th, 19th-1adult at Lakeshore Road, Billings, (Nicole Smith) – a traditional site; 21st-1juvenile bird there, (Rod Thompson) & 21st & 24th-1 adult there, (Chris Bell, Steve Thorpe); all month-1 in Providence Bay, ( Willie & Dace Maenpaa) 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker: 2nd- 1 noisy near Stanley Park, Carnarvon, (David Scott); pair at Providence Bay, (Willie & Dace Maenpaa)
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 4th, 7th, 10th, 19th, 21st-2, 22nd, 24th-2
Downy Woodpecker: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 19th at Blue Road,  22nd, 24th-1, 29th-1, 31st-1 
Hairy Woodpecker: 1st, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th
Northern Flicker: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 8th-2, 10th, 16th, 21st-1, 22nd, 24th-4, 26th-5, 28th-1, 29th -3, 30th-1; at the Blue Road: - 3rd, 6th, 12th, 19th-22nd  
Pileated Woodpecker: 3rd, 10th, 22nd, 31st-3, Providence Bay-1 all month 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: 2nd – singing near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 7th, 10th, 26th-1, 28th-1
Alder Flycatcher: 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-2, 26th-1
Least Flycatcher: 8th, 10th
Eastern Phoebe: 1st, 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 24th-2, 25th-3, 26th-3 flying young at Green Bay, 31st-2
Great Crested Flycatcher: 2nd & 4th at Blue Road, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1
Eastern Kingbird: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 20th, 22nd-2, 24th-3, 26th-4, 28th-1, 30th-6
Warbling Vireo: 1st, 7th, 10th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-1
Red-eyed Vireo: 1st, 4th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 18th-1, 21st-1, 24th-1, 25th-1, 26th-2, 28th-1, 30th-4, 31st-1 at S. Bay
Blue Jay: 1st, 3rd-1 at South Bay,  4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1, 28th, 30th-1, 31st-1; at Blue Road- 1st, 2nd, 5th, 12th, 22nd & 25th - mostly 1; at South Bay:-  11th-2, 12th-2, 18th-1, 25th-1, 26th-4, 30th-3  
American Crow: 1st, 3rd, 4th at Blue Road,,  7th, 10th, 16th, 17th- Green Bay roost in operation, 20th, 22nd, 24th, 25th-4, 25th at Blue Road, 26th, 28th-1, 30th-1, 31st-2
Common Raven: 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-2, 28th-2, 29th-1, 31st; at Blue Road on 2nd, 10th, 20th & 28th; at South Bay:- 9th-4, 11th-1, 23rd-21 & 29th-2  
Purple Martin: 2nd- present at the colony at Stanley Park but not seen entering the nest box, 10th, 22nd 
Tree Swallow: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 20th
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: 10th
Bank Swallow: 31st-10 over Little Current Sewage Lagoons 

Cliff Swallow: 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd at colony on Government Road, Carnarvon Twp., 23rd-2, 31st-2
Barn Swallow: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th-30 feeding over Bass Lake marsh, 20th, 21st-1, 22nd at colony on Government Road, Carnarvon Twp., 23rd-20, 24th-4, 26th-4, 31st-15
Black-capped Chickadee: 1st-nest with young in Gordon Twp., (Steve Hall), 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th-flying young at Green Bay, 18th-3, 20th, 21st-6, 22nd, 24th-15, 25th-4, 26th-8, 28th-4, 29th-2, 30th-8, 31st-3; at South Bay:- 19th-3, 24th-1, 26th-1, 28th-4, 31st-2; all July-1 to 3 at Blue Road  
Red-breasted Nuthatch:  at Blue Road: - 1st to 4th, 12th, 13th, 15th & 19th to 24th; at South Bay- 28th-1 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 1st, 7th, 10th, 18th-3, 19th, 20th, 21st-1, 22nd, 24th-1, 29th-1, 30th-1, 31st-2
House Wren: 1st-nest in Gordon Twp. box, (Steve Hall), 2nd-near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 4th, 7th to 31st, sporadically at Blue Road,  8th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-1
Winter Wren: 8th
Sedge Wren: 7th on Barrie Island 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 16th, 24th-12 at Misery Bay, 30th-1
Eastern Bluebird: 1st, 2nd-1 near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 16th, 19th, 24th-2 
Veery: 2nd in Carnarvon Township, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 20th, 22nd
Swainson’s Thrush: 16th
Hermit Thrush: 1st, 16th, 19th, 24th-7 at Misery Bay Nature Reserve, 30th-2
American Robin: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-1, 25th-1, 26th-4, 29th; at Blue Road from 1st to 14th; at South Bay- 10th-1, 11th-1, 23rd-1 
Gray Catbird: 2nd in Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 19th-1 in Little Current, 22nd, 26th-1
Brown Thrasher: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th at Blue Road, 7th, 10th, 14th-2, 19th
European Starling: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 24th
Cedar Waxwing: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-3, 26th, 28th-3, 31st-2; at Blue Road- 8th, 16th, 19th, 20th & 26th ; at South Bay: - 1st-1, 3rd-4, 4th to month end- 4 to 6 daily 
Nashville Warbler: 1st, 10th, 18th-2, 24th-1 at South Bay 

Yellow Warbler: 1st, 23rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 21st-1, 22nd, 24th-1, 31st-1; at Blue Road: - 18th & 21st- 1 dead both days, 26th, 29th 
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Northern Parula: 10th  
Chestnut-sided Warbler: 3rd, 7th, 18th-1 with 4 juveniles, (Rod Thompson), 19th 
Magnolia Warbler: 10th, 16th, 22nd, 24th-2, 30th-1
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 10th, 16th, 21st-1, 22nd, 24th-4, 24th & 25th-1 at South Bay, 30th-1
Black-throated Green Warbler: 1st, 4th, 7th, 10th, 12th-1 at Blue Road, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-2, 25th-1 at South Bay, 28th-1, 30th-1
Blackburnian Warbler: 10th, 23rd-1 at South Bay 
Pine Warbler: 16th, 24th- 3 & 30th-1 at Misery Bay Nature Reserve  
Black-and-white Warbler: 4th, 10th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-3, 26th-1, 30th-1
American Redstart: 1st, 2nd-1 near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th1 at Blue Road, 20th, 21st-2, 24th-2, 30th-3; at South Bay- 23rd-1& 25th-1
Ovenbird: 2nd-1 near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 4th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 26th-1, 28th-1 at Blue Road 
Northern Waterthrush: 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-1
Common Yellowthroat: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th,  19th, 22nd, 23rd-3, 24th-2, 25th-2, 26th-2, 28th-song, 29th, 31st-1
Canada Warbler: 18th- thought to be flying young, (Rod Thompson), 20th
Chipping Sparrow: 1st, 3rd-2, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-4, 29th-1 immature, 30th-1; at Blue Road on 19th, 23rd, 24th, 28th & 31st  
Clay-colored Sparrow: 1st, 3rd, 16th, 19th, 24th-1
Vesper Sparrow: 1st, 3rd-3 near Gore Bay Airport, 7th, 10th
Savannah Sparrow: 1st, 3rd-2, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th-2
Grasshopper Sparrow: 3rd-1 near Gore Bay Airport
Song Sparrow: 1st, 4th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-4, 25th-2, 26th-3, 28th-2, 30th-2, 31st-1; at Blue Road on 2nd, 4th to 23rd, 28th & 29th  
Swamp Sparrow: 1st, 7th, 16th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1, 28th-1, 31st-1 
White-throated Sparrow: 1st, 7th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 29th-1, 31st-1; at Blue Road sporadically on 2nd to 12th and 19th to 31st
Northern Cardinal: 10th, 22nd; at Blue Road the male all month and on 19th-a female was seen; in Providence Bay and juveniles reported  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 4th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-1, 31st-6; young reported in Providence Bay
Indigo Bunting: 2nd near Stanley Park in Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 17th-song, 22nd, 24th-1, 31st-1 
Bobolink: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 13th-displaying  at Green Bay, 16th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1 
Red-winged Blackbird: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-40, 26th-3, 28th-young in Bidwell Twp.
Eastern Meadowlark: 3rd-16 on and around Gore Bay Airport, 5th, 7th, 10th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 24th-1 
Western Meadowlark: 1st -bird singing near Gore Bay Airport, (Rodney Thompson) –first in 2009
Brewer’s Blackbird: 1st, 7th
Common Grackle: 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th, 16th, 20th, 22nd, 24th-1, 26th-1, 28th-1; 1st to 26th-5 to 20 at Blue Road  
Brown-headed Cowbird: at Blue Road on 2nd, 10th, 20th & 28th – the only report this month 
Baltimore Oriole: 2nd-1 near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township, 3rd, 8th, 10th, 19th, 21st-1, 23rd-1, 29th-1
Purple Finch: 7th, 10th, 16th, 17th-flying young at Green Bay, 18th-6, 20th-7 at Green Bay feeders, 21st-8 there,  22nd, 24th-1, 25th-7, 26th-7 flying young, 28th-4, 
29th-11, 30th-5, 31st-7; all July- 6+ at Blue Road ; flying young reported in Providence Bay 
Pine Siskin: 31st-1 at Blue Road – the only report 
American Goldfinch: 1st, 7th, 10th, 16th, 18th-1, 20th-3, 22nd, 25th, 26th, 31st-1; all month-1 at Blue Road 
Evening Grosbeak: 20th-1heard at Kagawong, (Rodney Thompson) – only the third sighting this year 
House Sparrow: 3rd, 12th-1 in Little Current, 24th-10, 26th-8
Contributors: Chris Bell, Steve Hall, Joan Bell, Rodney Thompson, Vivienne Rattray-Eaton (at Blue Road, Carnarvon Township), Joan Budd (at Lakeshore Road, South Bay, Tehkummah Township), David Scott (near Stanley Park, Carnarvon Township) on the long weekend, Steve Thorpe on 24th,  also Norris Valliquette, Nicole Smith, Valerie Bell, Mike Campbell, Willie & Dace Maenpaa, Nicole Smith, Steve & Reta Hall
Editor: Chris Bell, cbell@amtelecom.net 705-368-3410 
